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INDEPENDENT SCIENTIFIC PANEL INQUIRY INTO 
HYDRAULIC FRACTURING STIMULATION IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Statement 
HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [10.02 pm]: A lot of people want to talk tonight so I will try 
to keep my contribution brief. The other day I asked the Minister for Environment a question in reference to the 
Independent Scientific Panel Inquiry into Hydraulic Fracturing Stimulation in Western Australia. I asked how 
many community consultations will be done, and the answer was that there would be one in Perth, one in the 
midwest and one in the Kimberley. I am sure that the honourable minister, being a member for that area, would 
understand the distances involved. In essence, to have one meeting somewhere in the Kimberley—one would 
presume it will be in Broome—is basically precluding the people from Halls Creek, Fitzroy, Kununurra, Wyndham 
and other places getting to that meeting. We know that there are also fracking proposals around the Carnarvon 
area, so one assumes that the people of Carnarvon who have a concern will have to travel either up to Broome or 
down to Geraldton. I am very concerned that the scope of consultation needs to be drastically increased. Farmers, 
pastoralists, Indigenous communities, traditional owners, towns and other stakeholders definitely have an interest 
in this issue. 

Another part of the question was about whether individual communities that have declared themselves to be 
gas-free or equivalent will be met with independently. The answer is no. The very constituents who are concerned 
about fracking will not be part of the process. I am very concerned that an inquiry that the community and the 
Greens considered would be very inclusive will be fairly limited to only the period of Christmas and New Year. If 
members know the regional areas, they will know that most people go elsewhere for Christmas. I am deeply 
concerned that this inquiry will most probably be, as determined by the terms of reference, a technical panel. 
I imagine that quite clearly we are going to see all the proponents, whether that be Norwest Energy, AWE, 
Buru Energy and Mitsubishi, get access to this inquiry. I really encourage the minister to go a step beyond what 
the government is proposing and meet with the very people who are concerned about fracking in their community. 
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